Welcome to our very first newsletter which will be out on a monthly
basis from September to bring you a snapshot of what is happening in
and around the child friendly justice world. We hope that you enjoy
our content, including the new brand we've developed to convey our
vision putting children at the heart when it comes to child justice (and
please follow us on Linkedin and Twitter too!)

Editorial
In November 2020, 40 children and young people in Europe were
asked by our Members what child friendly justice meant to them and
what they wanted to see included in the current EU Strategy on the
Rights of the Child. They mentioned with unequivocal words: “a
judicial system that understands the needs of a child"; “a
judicial system where a child is an active participant and not
just a passive subject; a judicial system which is not about a
child, but with a child”; “a system in which a child is
respected”; “[when] I think about the ideal of child friendly
justice, it should be provided equally to everyone”. Respect,
active participation, equality, understanding, needs-oriented,
collaboration. Core values are expressed in these words, which should
inspire every intervention of practitioners working with children, as
well as every statement made by policy makers when deciding on
policies and laws which influence children’s lives. This resonates
especially in these uncertain times impacting children due to the
pandemic, the war in Ukraine and climate change.
With our 19 members across 17 European countries, the CFJ-EN, fully
operational since April 2022, listens to children and young people and
aims to transform their words into reality. We have a common
vision and a shared mission: a world in which justice systems
are adapted to the needs, strengths and vulnerabilities of
children and ensure the protection and fulfilment of all
children’s rights. The CFJ-EN commits to this mission by providing a
dynamic and interactive space to our members, building bridges with
other Networks and Alliances, closely collaborating with key regional
institutions, namely the European Union and the Council of Europe,
and sharing promising practices and proposing innovative ways of
working with children who are in contact with justice systems, whether
in criminal, civil or administrative proceedings.
I am more than honoured to have been entrusted to coordinate this
vibrant Network along a highly dedicated team and committed
member organisations which, in their respective European countries,
face challenges every single day to ensure that child-centred justice is
not just wishful thinking but a solid reality. Thank you all for your

continuous support and I wish you an inspiring and child friendly
Summer time!
Mariama Diallo
CFJ-EN Coordinator

Policy Perspective

The Council adopted conclusions on the EU strategy on the rights of
the child, with a particular focus on the protection of children’s rights
in crisis or emergency situations. Calls are made upon the Member
States to strengthen their justice systems, so that they are compliant
with the rights of all children by:
ensuring the best interests of the child is a primary consideration
developing child-friendly proceedings (including ensuring
provision of age-appropriate and child friendly information);
ensuring the right of the child to be heard in proceedings;
protecting the right of the child to respect for his or her private
life;
avoiding undue delay and ensuring enforcement of decisions;
providing necessary support services to children;
promoting inter-disciplinary cooperation;
developing and applying alternatives to judicial action.
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